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improving the patient's health show little signs of
appreciating the real disease. Most proposals for "the
reform of the curriculum" aim at making the patient
at home in the mechanism of civilization and adept
in its techniques. In this vast frame die microscopic
speck of spirit for which the frame exists is unnoticed
and neglected. Yet an age rich in material resources
is one where human beings most need strengthening
in spiritual insight and self-control, so that they can
dominate the forces which they have created, and
say to them in the words of the Stoic, 'ixu, oin ZXP&O.I,
^jixL^^^jn^^r^ou^are^ not .giioc". We talk wist-
fully of a moratorium for scientific invention. The
only moratorium possible and needed is one on its
misuse, which, if we were wise and good enough, we
could ourselves impose.
The human problem is the more urgent at the
moment because the whole moral basis of Western
Civilization threatens to slide from under our feet
People talk, regretfully or lightly, of the decline of
church-going, but hardly realize that it is the outward
sign of the greatest change in the European view of
life since the conversion of the Roman world to
Christianity* For more than a thousand years the
West, with but occasional questioning, has accepted a
creed which ruled its thought and deeply coloured its
conduct. That creed gave to what are called the
Christian virtues and to the rights of the individual a
supernatural sanction which is not found in the
universe as interpreted by natural science. It inspired
the shining examples of men and women who were